Information on Teaching Courses
NB private e-mail addresses in this document have an “at” instead of a “@” to prevent the being picked up by spammers.
Cardiff MSC 

email: postgrad@cf.ac.uk or Baldwin@cf.ac.uk 
http://www.uwcm.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/medical_education/PCME/index.htm
“I did an MSc at Cardiff a few years ago and thoroughly enjoyed it. It was part time over 2 years. Bit of a misnomer in that in between the residential modules there was homework (researching and writing a 3000 word essay). 
Modules were every 6 weeks in Univ. term time. I learned a lot. 
The assessment at the end was based upon a day of teaching we put on for docs and professions allied to medicine...stressful but rewarding. PLUS a 20000 word dissertation. This was the hardest bit. It took 2 years after the course finished. 
LOTS of own time. Serious family time eaten away. 
Looking back I'm glad I did it but would have been difficult with a young family and non-understanding practice. Happy to give details. “
Doug Campbell
dcampbell at doctors.org.uk
“I did the Cardiff MSc (taught component between 93-95), but others have done it more recently. Happy to discuss with anyone.”
Frank Smith

Frank.Smith@doh.gsi.gov.uk
Portsmouth MSc
email:
angela.race@port.ac.uk
http://www.port.ac.uk/courses/
“I've just completed an MSc in Advanced Professional Development in Health Studies, at the School of Postgraduate Medicine at Portsmouth University.  
I did the course full time on a year's sabbatical (with prolonged study leave).  Others are doing it part time over 3 years.  
It is a modular course, based on self directed projects relevant to your place of work. Most people seem to do a PgCert (in e.g. R&D, clinical governance etc) as a foundation, then work place projects (which could include clinical, or teaching work place) and also modules on personal development ( including portfolio development) and advanced professional development (which includes learning about educational theory, and then putting it into practice).  The final element is a dissertation or research project. 
The Course leader is Sue Crane, who I can not commend highly enough.  She provided superb tutorial support and constructive feedback on performance. 
Assessment is by grading of submitted written work based on the modules, and for some modules, by grading of oral presentations or "posters". 
I would certainly recommend the course-it was stimulating, challenging and rewarding-and I feel that it has been useful both for clinical practice and teaching.”
Claire Cox 

Nigel at clairecox.fsnet.co.uk 
Winchester MA Ed
email:
K.Sayers@wkac.ac.uk

http://www.wkac.ac.uk/
King Alfred’s Winchester Certificate Diploma Masters in Advanced Educational Studies (Medicine)
“In brief: MA Education (Professional Development) King Alfred’s College. 
This is NOT a teaching course but an in-depth, stimulating opportunity to think and learn about how professionals work, and learn. It can be taken in modules, and done as full MA or certificate/diploma. 
Assessment is by written assignments and at the end a dissertation. The work is based on practice so your assignments etc can be based on the educational work you're already doing. 
Whole MA usually takes three years, doing a taught half-day in term-time, in a small group, the first 2 years. I definitely recommend it! More info is available from Colin Coles or me. 
I have to point out that I do teach a little on it now, but I'm commenting on my experience as a student! 
Effect on family - nil apparently. Effect on me - exhaustion!!”
Jane Bell

jane at bacbel.globalnet.co.uk 
Dundee MMEd
email:
c.m.e.courses@dundee.ac.uk
http://www.dundee.ac.uk/meded/courses/courses.htm
“I am doing the MMEd from Dundee.  This seems a fairly popular one to do locally, with one of our trainers, Michael and Judith also at varying stages.  
It is one of the 2 longest established courses (the other being Cardiff).  It seems to be generally well thought of nationally.

It is entirely by distance learning, which is its strength and weakness. You can do it face to face, if you have a year off, and fancy spending it in Dundee!

Pros:
It is flexible, there are no deadlines, and it is easy to fit in around things. It links in with day to day educational work (training, course organising etc).

The modules are generally of good quality and well thought out.  All the necessary supplementary reading is sent as well, so there is no need to root around in libraries for days at a time.

Cons:
It is flexible and there are no deadlines, it is easy to let things slip.

It is a bit of a solitary activity.   Personally I like education because of the interaction with human beings!  This is less of an issue for me, with Michael Harris and I roughly at the same stage, but might well be for some.

The tutors are happy to talk on phone/e-mail, but sometimes they are a little elusive and slow.

I would anticipate the written parts taking about 18m, with another 6m to do the project.  This is probably about 8 hours a week.  
I am taking some Prolonged Study Leave to finish it off.

They have just started doing an MSc in Bristol, which one of our Bath trainers has just signed up to.  This is another (if yet unproven) option.”
Bill Irish

William.irish at mendipcp.nhs.uk
The Open University in the South 
E-mail: R02@open.ac.uk

http://www3.open.ac.uk/courses/subjects/education.htm
Postgraduate Certificate, Diploma, Masters in Education 
Tel: 01865 735140
Fax: 01865 736288
The Open University in the South
Foxcombe Hall, Boars Hill 
OXFORD OX1 5HR 
[I’ve not spoken to anyone who has tried these.]

Funding for Courses

Contact Wessex Deanery for availability of, and information on, how to apply for course funding.

http://www.wessex.org.uk/
Prolonged Study Leave
Guide and application form: http://www.wessex.org.uk/medical/genpract/prolong/index.htm
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Michael Harris

mharris at eurobell.co.uk 
