Day Release Course Group Work : Legal Letters and Reports
Background Info

As GPs we are frequently placed in a position of responsibility, and authority to make judgments or disclose information about patient’s health. As a result we may be requested to write reports formally and informally. These can have serious implications for the patient and us. So in an attempt to help us “do it well” we have compiled a series of scenarios to explore under three main headings. Accompanying these scenarios are a few factors that it may be worth while considering.
1. FITNESS TO DO

a) Billy, A twenty six year taxi driver with stable partial epilepsy (currently off medication and driving) requests a doctors report to confirm his fitness to practice kickboxing.

b) Douglas, A 60 yr old man with COPD and 3 vessel CABG wants to fly to his daughter’s wedding in Australia. He requests a letter from you for his travel insurance company to confirm his fitness to fly.
Considerations

· Drs Limitations in Knowledge

· Liability

· Consequences of Not signing

· Access to further information (e.g. British. Airways , diving websites)

· Access to further investigations

· Where to draw the line (what if the pt wanted to join a hot tub club)

2. STATEMENT OF HEALTH / ILLNESS
a) Barney, a 40 yr old male nurse from Brighton needs life assurance for his mortgage, his insurance company send you a P.M.A. form.

Considerations
· What is a P.M.A. form

· Why do we often dislike completing the form 

· Why do we like completing the form ($ how much $)

· How do you complete the form (practically, confidentialy, what information to include /exclude) 
· To whom are we responsible

(To help Becs has kindly produced a hand out “guidance on Insurance reports”)
B) You receive a letter from a patients Lawyer

“Dear Dr….My Client M J has stated that you are her Medical practitioner. Please provide a medical report detailing the injuries sustained, the cause of the injuries, the degree of mental and physical distress and the Likely prognosis for my client.

You Review the GP notes to find this entry

PC. Assault

Hx. Hit by husband. Cut to cheek and headache

Ex. Upset, CNS = NAD, Cut on left cheek

Mx. Advice. TCI SOS PRN.
You also informally chat with the Health visitor who mentions the the word on the street is that, MJ’s husband has previously been on the receiving end of allot of physical abuse from MJ.
Considerations

· Can you (as a group)draft a letter

· Is the language used important

· Will it need to stand up to cross examination

· Where can you get advice

· What is the difference between a professional and expert witness

· Do you need the pts consent

· How much do you charge

3. SOCIAL AND HOUSING BENEFITS
 Valerie a 63 yr old regular attender is “feeling more depressed”, she asks you to write to the housing association to request a change of her accommodation saying that “my house is getting me down doctor”.
Considerations

· What are the dilemmas here

· How do you respond
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